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Remenham Parish Council
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held at 8.10 pm
on Tuesday 10 June 2014 at the Parish Hall, Remenham.

PRESENT:  John Halsall (Chairman), Cllrs Richard Fletcher, Alison Barraclough, Peter Grace, Sue Laing, John Merkel, Darrel Poulos. Peter Sly.
	6 members of the public
	Clerk: Annie Hooton

01/14/APM  MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON 14 MAY 2013
These were taken as read and signed by the Chairman as a true record.
02/14/APM CHAIRMAN’S REPORT	
Thank you to all those who have served in the past. Peter Sly has been a good friend, good neighbour and a stalwart of the Parish Council. Peter has been central to so much that has been good in the village for so long that it’s hard to imagine that we can do without him. Scott Macgregor has been my deputy Parish Council Chairman for more years than I care to remember. Scott has been an excellent and very supportive deputy, always ready to advise me and correct me when he thought I was wrong. He has handled planning and has brought professionalism to a brief, which needed some rethink. Richard Murdoch has brought competence to our highways affairs and has brought some very good sense to our general deliberations. Helen Rosier, who has lived in the village longer than any of us, has been able to bring an unique perspective. Barrie Shelton has held the fort for again more years than I can remember. He has always been available to parishioners. I am sure he will also be hugely missed by the wider community and the parish council. I hope to be able to continue to use the talents of those who are not moving away.
Welcome to Sue Laing and Annie Hooton. I am particularly keen to ensure that each community in Remenham is represented and that we continue to be a welcoming inclusive Parish Council. We need always to be reminded that we are here to serve the residents.
We are facing changing times wherein the status quo of Parish and Towns is being questioned. As the borough budget is constrained, the role of parish and town councils will be questioned. Some Borough/Counties have abolished them altogether. I see no moves in this direction from the Wokingham Borough rather the Borough sees that with the advent of CIL and  reducing budgets a need for more cooperative working. Indeed I am central to that drive, whereby the Parish will become more than a statutory consultee.
Broadly we agreed that Councillors would have the following responsibilities and the following areas:
John Halsall – Chairman and Borough Councillor (Remenham Church Area)
Richard Fletcher – Deputy and Henley Liaison (Wargrave Road)
Darrel Poulos – Planning (White Hill and Park Place)
John Merkel – Neighbourhood Plan (Marsh Mills)
Peter Grace – Roads (Remenham Hill and Upper end of Aston Lane)
Alison Barraclough – Footpaths and Aircraft (Aston)
Sue Laing – Borough Town Working Group (Henley Bridge)
Future Plans include the creation of a parish website, a programme of verge planting, the publishing of the Neighbourhood Plan and the refurbishment of the telephone kiosk.


03/14/APM Neighbourhood Plan (NP)
Copies of the draft Neighbourhood Plan were available and it will be circulated for consultation in the village. As part of the process, village meetings will be held to obtain the maximum amount of feedback. The NP will emphasise the importance of the Green Belt and the rural nature of the parish. The Neighbourhood Plan when agreed by the Examiner will have supplementary planning status and the Planning Authority will have to take note of it.
04/14/APM ANNUAL ACCOUNTS
The RFO presented the unaudited annual accounts which showed that the Parish Council had a healthy balance of £28,105. This will be used to fund the creation of a parish website, a programme of verge planting, the publishing of the Neighbourhood Plan and the refurbishment of the telephone kiosk. The accounts are currently with the Internal Auditor, Pat Sly, who was thanked for carrying out this work.
04/14/APM OPEN FORUM
Notice Boards; requests were made for the Parish Council to re-instate the 4 notice boards. These were considered vital for effective communication within the village which is spread out. This will be essential for publicising the NP and also the Annual Parish Meeting which has been poorly attended.
	Annual Parish Meeting; a request was made for the date of the meeting to be changed next year.
Barn Cottage; it was reported that plans were being made to have it listed,
Road by church; it was reported that the road by the church was collapsing due to potholes which need filling in.
Wargrave Road; parking issues were raised and it was requested that the double yellow lines needed to be extended. The Chairman agreed to refer this to the Highway Authority
	Annual Parish Meeting; the view was expressed that this was a worthwhile meeting but that more publicity was required. A request will be made for email addresses to be sent to the Chairman through the newsletter.



