Church of St Nicholas Remenham 
 Minutes of the Parochial Church Council Meeting
Wednesday 20th September 2023 at 7.30pm

Present
Father Jeremy Tayler (Chair)
Charlotte Every 	
John Laing, Churchwarden 
Nigel Gray 
Sue Laing
Paul Sermon
Anthony West
Sarah West
Anne McDermott	
Mandy Sermon, Secretary

Prayers 

1) Apologies: Hugh Whitfield

2) Minutes of meeting held on 7th June 2023 After one minor amendment the Rector proposed the minutes be accepted. Charlotte Every seconded. All agreed. Father Jeremy signed the minutes.

3) Matters Arising None

4) Financial Matters 
The Treasurer updated the PCC on the receipts and payments to date.  There is a healthy balance at the moment. The Remenham Fayre was successful and raised almost £2000. 

5) Parish Giving Scheme 
This was discussed a while ago. St Marys now utilise this scheme. Joining the scheme simplifies the gift aid. Parishioners can opt into the scheme by phone, online or by completion of a form. The amount donated by a parishioner would increase with inflation each year. It was proposed that this scheme should be used and that the parish should be registered. Charlotte Every and Sue Laing will discuss the exact way to introduce the scheme. All agreed to move adoption of the scheme forward.

 
6)  Parish Hall 
a) A small group of the Hall Committee is looking at the possible siting of the Coronation shed as there is a manhole cover in one possible position.
b) It was noted that the bookings for the Hall are now being handled by Claire Fletcher Hobbs.
c) Nigel Gray reported that Gigaclear are installing the fibre broadband at the Hall on the 5th October.
d) Parish Hall functions will be avoided if at all possible when weddings are planned. 

7.    Safeguarding
Prior to Covid members of the PCC fulfilled an obligation to complete the first step in the process of safeguarding. Charlotte Every offered to remain as the person responsible for safeguarding and will ascertain from the Diocese what the PCC are obliged to complete for the next step. 

8.     Licence for administering the Chalice
	The Rector proposed that Hugh Whitfield be nominated to be licensed to administer the Chalice. This was seconded by John Laing. All agreed.

9.	Dates for PCC meetings
PCC meeting Thursday 9th November 7.30pm at Holme Farm
10.  Other Dates
Harvest Supper September 29th 
Harvest Festival 1st October
Remembrance Day 12th November (A preacher will be sought)
Carol Service December 17th at 4pm
Christmas Eve Service (said Matins) December 24th at 9pm

11.  Any Other Business
a) The PCC has not been able to source another contractor to maintain the Churchyard.
b) Nigel Gray reported that the licence for events at the Parish Hall needs revision.
c) The PCC will draft a short statement regarding recent news.


The meeting concluded with Father Jeremy saying the Grace.


September 20th 2023

