Church of St Nicholas Remenham 
 Minutes of the Parochial Church Council Meeting
Thursday May 22nd at 7.00pm
Present
Father Jeremy Tayler (Chair)
John Laing, Churchwarden 
Charlotte Every
Sue Laing
Nigel Gray 
Anne McDermott 
Frances Plowman
Hugh Whitfield	
Paul Sermon
Mandy Sermon, Secretary

Prayers 
1. Apologies None

2. Minutes of meetings The amended January minutes were signed by the Rector. Approval of the minutes held on 20th March 2025 was proposed by Nigel Gray and seconded by Frances Plowman. All agreed. 

3. Matters Arising None

4. Financial Matters The accounts were circulated. These were discussed. Thanks were expressed to Richard Fletcher who left a legacy to the Church. As he is buried in the churchyard some of the money will be spent on the upper churchyard. It was decided that some of the outstanding tasks could be undertaken this year such as the wall along the lower churchyard and the fencing along the upper churchyard.

5. Parish Hall
It was noted that 2 new members (John Laing & Jacky Ronald) were voted onto the Parish Hall Committee at the APCM. John will represent the PCC.
a) Shed: The new shed is in position and was judged to be a positive addition to the Parish Hall. John suggested that a wooden plaque could be purchased with date and name: King Charles III shed. A letter to the King will be written to invite him to the opening.
b) Licence: After some research it was discovered that the Parish Hall does not require a licence except for events where alcohol is sold and where certain entertainments take place. A licence for those individual events will be taken out. The old licence has been surrendered. The Parish Hall Committee is to agree a set of guidelines for the use of the hall. A potential list is to be drawn up and a committee meeting in early June is to discuss these. (9th/10th June)

6. Churchyards The Rector informed the PCC that the lower churchyard could be closed. In that case Wokingham Borough Council would undertake responsibility. This was noted.

a) Missing hedgerow: John Laing had received a quotation to fence along the boundary of the upper churchyard. The unofficial opening down onto the churchyard is becoming dangerous when wet and also is now close to new graves. Possible materials will be discussed with the contractor. Hedging can then be replaced. Paul said that he thought RPC could be asked for a contribution.
Anne McDermott had been talking to the diocese about the possibility of adding chippings to a few of the neglected plots to prevent some of the weeds. Photographs have been taken and submitted; a decision is awaited.
b) Wall outside the Church: Some repointing along the wall has been done and if possible, this work should be continued. Nigel will contact the contractors who undertook the previous work and obtain a quotation. The Lychgate also requires some restoration from a specialist. John will obtain a quotation.

7. Date for next PCC meeting September 18th 7pm

8. Further Dates
	26th June 2.30 Memorial Service for Sarah West
	7th September Remenham Fayre
	11th October Community Walks of various lengths (£15 per head)
	17th October Harvest Supper
			
9. Any other business Hugh Whitfield talked about the flowers for the Church and the need for more volunteers. The use of Oasis was also mentioned. For ease of use this is required but when well used can be left in the Parish Hall bins.


The meeting concluded with Father Jeremy saying the Grace.

May 22nd    
